
coloradocountrylife.coop 7

[ ]

DECEMBER 2018 

SAN ISABEL ELECTRIC ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED

[Between the Lines]

The deadline for high school juniors to 
apply for two weeklong, all-expense paid 
leadership camps is December 31. 

Every year, San Isabel Electric Associa-
tion sends up to three young members 
to either the Youth Tour in Washington, 
D.C., or Leadership Camp near Steamboat 
Springs to teach them the tools to better 
our communities. 

In news media interviews, young voters 
have said they’re not intrinsically moti-
vated to vote because they don’t connect 
with politics. To a lot of young Americans 
living in southern Colorado, national poli-
tics are far away. Seeing and experiencing 
the history of our nation in person is what 
humanizes our democracy. 

YOUTH TOUR
Since 1957, nearly 1,000 electric cooperatives 
across the country have been sending our 
local youth to Youth Tour, an all-expense 
paid, weeklong trip to Washington, D.C. 

Standing before the memorials, feeling 
the engraved names of men and women 
who have died for our right to vote is 
intrinsically motivating. The thought of the 
dedication and passion these soldiers had 
to sacrifice their lives for our right to vote 
and be free is unavoidable. 

When Youth Tour par-
ticipants shake hands with 
their congressperson, look 
them in the eye and discuss 
issues that are affecting their 
hometown, politics be-
come real. They realize their 
conversation can help shape 
future policy. 

LEADERSHIP CAMP
At Leadership Camp near Steamboat 
Springs, the policy-making process is 
broken down into the skills and experience 
elected officials need and what their daily 
lives look like. We teach them what they 
need to learn to be leaders, how policies 
aren’t created in a vacuum and how they 
have a role in shaping policy. We teach 
them that they need to be engaged. They 
are the future. 

Leadership Camp participants also learn 
about the seven cooperative principles all 
co-ops are founded on. Perhaps the most 
important cooperative principle they learn 
about is democratic owner control. San 
Isabel Electric is led by local members who 
understand and listen to the community. 
Leadership Camp participants learn they 
can easily shake hands with their co-op’s 
leadership and talk about their concerns. 

OUR GOAL
At Leadership Camp and Youth 
Tour we demonstrate how easy 
it is to be engaged in the law and 
policy-making process, in Washing-
ton, at the state level, at the local 
level — even at their co-op. Coop-
eratives were formed and continue 
to operate on democratic principles. 

Because we also live in the 
communities we serve, we have 
made a promise as an electric 
cooperative to better our com-
munity by giving our youth the 
tools they need to feel empow-
ered to better our communities. 

Leadership Camp and Youth 
Tour participants discover they 
can take advantage of the same 

opportunities to shape the future of 
America, in the same way they can shape 
the future of their electric co-op.

Politics are real and human when our 
young San Isabel Electric members realize 
they have the power to shape our future 
because they do have the same oppor-
tunities to have a conversation with their 
congressperson as they do with their co-
op’s leadership. Politics are no longer just 
theater.

HOW TO APPLY FOR YOUTH TOUR  
AND LEADERSHIP CAMP
High school juniors whose families buy 
power from San Isabel Electric are eligible 
to apply for Youth Tour and Leadership 
Camp. More information is available at siea.
com/youthleadership. The deadline to ap-
ply for Youth Tour and Leadership Camp is 
December 31. San Isabel Electric will select 
up to three participants for each opportu-
nity before January 25, 2019.

ATTENTION, HIGH SCHOOL JUNIORS
Deadline for all-expense paid youth leadership training approaching fast
BY REG RUDOLPH   || GENERAL MANAGER

Reg Rudolph
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Washington, D.C., is the heart of our great 
nation and Youth Tour gives students from 
around the country the opportunity to see 
the history of our nation in person. This 
past June I had the opportunity to be one of 
these students who traveled to Washington, 
D.C. It was a privilege to be able to stand in 
front of the monuments depicting what our 
nation was built on and to see the evidence 
of how each person contributes to that in 
many different aspects. Before the trip I could 
never have imagined how the friendships I 
would make, the sites I would see and the 
historical experiences I would have would be 
so inspiring and impactful on my life — all 
thanks to Youth Tour. 

Youth Tour is a scholarship program 
designed to send youth from co-op families 
across America to Washington, D.C. There are around 40 students 
from across Colorado that join up with about 1,800 students from 
across the country to spend eight days in Washington, D.C. The 
first day of Youth Tour was spent in Denver visiting and touring 
the Capitol. We also visited and learned about Tri-State Generation 
and Transmission Association, a wholesale supplier of electricity to 
43-member distribution systems throughout Colorado, Nebraska, 
Wyoming and New Mexico. Because it was the first day of Youth 
Tour, everyone was getting to know each other, and I met three girls 
that I know will be lifelong friends. Throughout the entire eight 
days, I was always with these other girls. The friendships I made 
were an outstanding aspect of Youth Tour, and I am so thankful for 
them. 

The second day we flew to Washington, D.C., and visited 
several memorials. It is one thing to read about the memorials in 
Washington, D.C., and see pictures of the sites, but when I was 
standing in front of them, their beauty and the dedication of the 
men and women who inspired them became real. The World War II, 
Vietnam, Lincoln and Korean War memorials were very moving. I 

would have to say that my favorite one was the 
WWII memorial since my grandfather fought 
in the Pacific Theater and we were able to see 
the WWII memorial at night, when it was all 
lit up. My respect and gratitude grew for those 
who built our nation and for those who fought 
for our freedom. 

The next four days were spent seeing 
famous sites and visiting museums. One of the 
highlights for me was seeing the production 
“Newsies” at Toby’s Dinner Theater. I have 
been a dancer ever since I was little and 
being able to see a Broadway production was 
amazing. One evening we sat on the steps of 
the Lincoln Memorial and watched the Sunset 
Parade and listened to the U.S. Marine Corps 
play patriotic music. Seeing the huge National 
Aquarium was like nothing I had ever seen. 

This aquarium has more than 17,000 fish, birds and amphibians and 
is known to be one of the world’s best aquariums. 

Youth Day was another highlight of the week, when students were 
able to meet others from across the country. Mike Schlappi, the 
keynote speaker and author of “Shot Happens: I Got Shot, What’s 
Your Problem?” shared his inspirational story of overcoming being 
paralyzed after an accidental shooting by a teenage friend. Another 
exciting day was visiting Capitol Hill and talking to senators and 
representatives from Colorado.

There was never a dull moment in Washington, D.C. — from 
visiting memorials, museums, monuments, and just being able to 
walk around a huge, bustling city. Washington D.C. Youth Tour is an 
opportunity of a lifetime for students to view the history of America. 
I would like to encourage all students from this area in their junior 
or senior year of high school to apply for Youth Tour. There is 
not a better way to spend eight days of the summer than visiting 
Washington, D.C. I would personally like to thank San Isabel 
Electric Association for sending me to Washington, D.C., for it was 
a life-changing experience, and I cannot thank them enough. 

A High Schooler’s Best 8 Days of Summer
BY JOY DENIGAN

Happy Holidays from 
San Isabel Electric Association

BY GOLLY, BE JOLLY SIEA OFFICES 
CLOSED 
FOR THE 

HOLIDAYS
CHRISTMAS  

DECEMBER 24 & 25

NEW YEAR’S
DECEMBER 31

JANUARY 1, 2019
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Years

1938-2018

Serving
 Southern
 Colorado80

San Isabel Electric

TO ENTER, PAY YOUR BILL 
USING SMARTHUB.

FOR MORE DETAILS,
VISIT SIEA.COM/80.


